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The Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood in 

Lower Saxony aims to initiate and carry out re-

search schemes, to promote dialogue among 

academics working in interdisciplinary fi elds, and 

to facilitate networking with regional institutions 

that specialize in early childhood education.

The centre supports leading academic research 

and professionalization in the fi elds of education, 

child rearing, and the supervision of children aged 

up to ten years. It also promotes young resear-

chers through postgraduate study programmes. 

The work carried out at the Centre of 

Excellence is primarily focused on 

»interdisciplinary research into 

early childhood education and de-

velopment«. This central aspect 

is complemented by the acti-

vities of individual research 

units responsible for specia-

list research areas and rela-

ted projects.

Interdisciplinary studies are 

carried out on the pedagogical 

aspects of early childhood, early 

child development, children’s social status, the orga-

nization of educational contexts and their basis in law.

This approach initially focuses attention on the impor-

tant foundations for the support of early childhood edu-

cation and development. 

Furthermore, the Centre of Excellence has the capacity 

to explore the individual educational aspects more ac-

curately and in greater depth.
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Researchers at the Centre of Excellence collaborate 

on subject areas including sport, music, and cultu-

ral pedagogy. Their work mainly involves assessing 

how to strengthen the specifi c educational areas in 

the fi eld of early childhood education, while at the 

same time taking into consideration how to achieve 

productive cooperation across such areas.

The Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood in Lo-

wer Saxony promotes young researchers through 

the supervision of doctoral research projects, which 

focus on interdisciplinary educational topics and de-

velopment matters, in particular, with reference to 

the specifi c educational sectors of early pedagogical 

practical fi elds.


